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Commodores Corner

It's late September and the Eyott Sailing
Season is now in it’s final phase.
Unfortunately this year once again the
weather has been against us with a
particularly windy summer (If you can call it
that). As a result we have lost a large number of
races as the high winds have swept across the
fields towards the club. It's no comfort to know
that reports from around the country are much
the same so we are not the only ones affected.
At least we haven’t had the rain, which has
plagued the West Country this year.

Eyott Week was not spared and we started by
losing the first two races of the week. However,
that said we still had a great week. The evening
events were well attended, with the pub games
on the Tuesday very different and quite a
highlight. Many thanks to Alan & Derek for all
their efforts in providing the games.

Also my thanks to all the members who made
Eyott Week possible by volunteering to do such
things as OOD, rescue boat, & canteen.
Special thanks to Jennifer and her helpers for
organizing all the evening events as well as
William for organizing the quiz on the
Wednesday evening

As we move towards the end of the season
don’t forget that that the Laying Up Supper is
being held on
Saturday 22nd
November. If you
intend to come can |
please ask that you
let Jennifer know as
soon as possible so
that the numbers can
be finalised.

Over the last few years there has been some
concern voiced that the length of the prize giving
maybe a bit too long. To try and speed things
up | would like to request that we refrain from
taking photographs of the prize winners
receiving their trophies until after the prize giving
has been completed, when I'm sure the sailing
secretary and the president will only be too
happy to pose with the trophy winners in a re-
enactment. We are also planning to arrange for
a group photo of the winners for Neaps, and the
SWF Focus. (Particularly as | have now won a
prize)

One piece of news that many of you may have
not heard is that after we repaired the riverbank
at Eyott in the spring, your committee
approached South Woodham Ferrers Town
Council for a grant towards the cost. I'm
pleased to say that in early August the Town
Council approved a grant for £1373. Our thanks
and appreciation to the Council for their support
in what was an important project for the club.

As our season comes to its conclusion don’t
forget that you can still get your sailing fix during
the winter at the Up River Sailing Club in
Hullbridge. The program for this year is as
follows:
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Start Time High Water
Sun 12th Oct Winter 1&2 10:00 11:37
Sun 2nd Nov Winter 3&4 13:00 15:01
Sun 16th Nov Winter 5 12:45 14:39
Sun 30th Nov Winter 6 12:15 14:13
Sun 14th Dec Winter 7&8 11:45 13:45
Sun 28th Dec Icebreaker 11:30 13:29

Up River run the winter and warm up series as
open events and as such everybody from Eyott is
invited to join in. It would be nice if we could put
up a large fleet of Eyott boats and hopefully relieve
Up River of some of their trophies.

Well that’s it from me for
now. Hopefully | will see
you all at the club before
the end the season.

Bob
Commodore

From your Social Secretary

Social events during Eyott Week

Although the weather wasn’t kind for the racing
during the early part of Eyott Week, the social
events went ahead as usual. On Monday we had
over 20 players and spectators for our rounders
match. It proved fun for young and old and we

were pleased to see 3 generations of one Eyott
family. The scores came out even at the end and
everyone descended to the clubhouse for tea and
biscuits. Tuesday was our social night. This year
we arranged a pub games evening with darts,
dominoes, quoits, bar skittles and shove ha’penny.
From the reaction on the night it proved to be a
great success. So here is to next year. Thanks to
Alan for making the quoits and Derek who made
the bar skittles. We had 11 teams and Lin and
Mike Smith were the winners. We learnt a few
lessons and will need to do a bit of refining next
year.

Wednesday as usual was our quiz with fish and
chip supper. After many years of supporting CJ’s
we tried the chinese fish and chips and both Alan
and | thought they were the better choice. The
service and timing was excellent. Thanks to
William for his time and effort as quizmaster. A
new member, Ray Miles, his family and their team
were the winners.

We ended the week with the grand prize-giving
and BBQ. Many thanks to everyone who brought
along the delicious salads and puddings. You
didn’t let us down.
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Bonfire Party

The Bonfire Party will be held on Sunday 2nd
November at 6.00pm. Soup, jacket potatoes
with cheese and beans followed by homemade
cakes. Fun and games afterwards for the
children and anyone else who wants to join in.
Cost £4 each. If you have any ideas of new
games please let me know as | think ours are
getting a bit stale now. There will be signing list
in the clubhouse or give me a ring if you would
like to come.

Bring your tree and hedge pruning and wood
WITHOUT NAILS to the club anytime from now
on and leave them at the far end of the car park
ready for the bonfire.

The Laying Up Supper and prize giving is on
Saturday November 22nd in the Essex Barn at
the Chichester, Rawreth. It's a 3-course multi-
choice menu, which we choose on the night and
the cost is £22 with a reduction for children
under 12. Your support is important as we need
at least 50 people to get the room and meal at
this cost, so please add your names to the list.
It's always a good night with excellent food and
provides a great finish to our sailing year.
Please arrive at 6.30 as the meal will be served
promptly at 7.00pm.

This is a sample menu as some choices may
change on the night:

¥Pate stuffed mushrooms

¥Sweet potato triangles with chilli salsa
¥Chicken and bacon Caesar salad
¥Prawn and smoked salmon cocktail
¥Melon and peach salad

¥resh soup of the day

¥Roast beef with Yorkshire pudding

¥_amb shank in rich red wine gravy

¥Roast chicken with bacon

¥Salmon in a watercress and cream sauce
¥Tuna steak with garlic and coriander butter
¥Wegetable lasagne verdi

¥Wegetarian nut Wellington

¥Braised 120z steak in red wine and vegetable
sauce
¥Chicken boursin in creamy mushroom sauce

¥Cherry meringue jubilee

¥Profiteroles

¥Assorted ice creams

¥Chef’s cheesecake

¥Apple pie with cream, ice cream or custard
¥ruit salad

¥Coffee

The only complaint | get is that the prize-giving
is too long. So to prevent that, we are
suggesting that no individual photos are taken
as cups and plaques are presented. At the end
we will arrange a group photo. Hopefully if we
eliminate this, the time should be greatly
reduced.

Please do not be put off by the prize-giving. It is
an important part of our year’s sailing
programme to acknowledge everyone who has
won races and relive many of the interesting and
funny things that happened during the year.

We will be collecting names and cheques from
the beginning of October (made payable to Eyott
Sailing Club) so let me know if you are coming.

Jennifer (01245 322282
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And Finally...

Your committee meets every month to
discuss club & sailing matters. | certainly do
not intend to reproduce the minutes in
Neaps, but there are some snippets from the
last meeting on the 30th September that
merit airing here.

+ Jennifer will be placing a list for Bonfire Night
(Sunday 2 Nov) in the club during the 1st
weekend in October.

» The winch, battery and charger (perhaps not
the charger) is to be disposed of on eBay unless
any member would like to give these items a
home.

* There are three trailers at the western end of
the club that are unmarked, unidentified with
storage not paid for. If the rightful owners do not
identify their trailers and pay up by the 26th
October, the trailers will be either disposed of or
claimed by the club. Pay up or lose it!

* The Christmas social this year will be held at
the SWF village hall.

» There is a Working Day scheduled for the 26th
October. Depending on how well this goes,
there may be a need for an extra Working Day in
November. This is in addition to the bonfire
build on 2 Nov.
please) and add to the pile!

Bring your timber (no nails

* In order to encourage ladies and girls to take
to the water, it has been suggested to schedule
a Ladies Race. Your committee has considered
many sides to this question, e.g. in these days of
equality, why bother having a special race for

the girls?  Another consideration is that if a
young girl is the helm, then Dad may just take
charge and skipper the boat from the crew’s
On the

other hand, if the crew was one of our more

position, hence defeating the object.

experienced sailors and not a family member,
then a young female helm may wish to learn as
much as she can during the race. I'm sure that
at clubs up, down and across the country, Lady
members consider that they don’t need a special
race as they can whup the Men any day, so why
would they need a race for themselves? What
do you think? As Anita is already compiling the
programme for next year, please let members of
the committee know whether this idea of a
Ladies Race should be supported or not.

I'm trying to publish your newsletter every
couple of months. Any snippets or articles for|
NEAPS are always welcome. Please email to
markbuxton@dsl.pipex.com
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